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Though the waves of the whale’s death at Sai Kung during July 2023 have settled,
it is important to know that cetaceans have always been residents of Hong Kong'’s
waters. Their roles in our ecosystems, the effects of human activity on their well-
being, and so much more still deserve our attention.
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Citizens witnessed a
whale feeding at the
surface of Sai Kung's

waters. Experts speculated
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I PER;BHK Chinese White Dolphin
SIBX Indo-Pacific Finless Porpoise

I H{th&5%EE Other Cetaceans

I#ZLE Mammals
Class Mammalia
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Most cetaceans are at the top of the ocean
food web and consume large amounts of

Entanglement in fishing
gear and bycatch
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Cut wounds from boat
propellers were seen
on the back of the
whale. Media of people
surrounding the whale
at an extremely close
distance circulated on
the internet, prompting
different organisations
to urge the public not to
chase after the whale.
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16 APE¥EEH &7 North Atlantic Right Whale Eubalaena glacialis
will arrive and perform rescue and/or autopsy procedures.
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Cetaceans forage and excrete at different
locations in the ocean, promoting marine
nutrient translocation and recycling.
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16 ATE; £ & T North Atlantic Right Whale
Eubalaena glacialis

;IEX Indo-Pacific Finless Porpoise
Neophocaena phocaenoides

thZEEEEK Chinese White Dolphin
Sousa chinensis
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Balaenoptera musculus

77 K£% Bryde's Whale ©
Balaenoptera edeni

Some benthic-feeding cetaceans stir up ﬁ ] HPEART{T o
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foraging, modifying the benthic habitat. 26% 36% 12 7 10 9 and Conservation

Department (AFCD) stated
that it was not feasible to
set up no boat zones.

31/07

© RIRIEEINE » REBEWTERESD ©
Sunken carcasses of cetaceans provide
abundant nutrients for benthic organisms.

iBfs Hife e iffe ®\fe BigiRZ
Critically Endangered Endangered Vuinerable Near Threatened Least Concern Data Deficient

TREHEE Population trend: @) £ Ft Increasing € & Increasing @ “<EF Unknown @ £FEE A4 T Resident of HK  IR{FHAEEE Extant species no.: 92

{5178 Conservation Efforts

E {748 THELEE Lol Mg
Birds Reptiles Mammals Cetaceans Amphibians

BHEMEMEE Symbiotic relationship
with other species

O FE RN EYIEE  FERNAE
REEBYREEHER ©

Eoms i p _— : | EEENHEMNE 5 1955] DB B tH R R th B YA AT [ RERAEERETAN L [ SIZPEN  AEMRREEREN 8 1 R EREHSERE > BRHERIRIER i A RIS R AT R
of the asan and faciltate feading for other L ST BRREEY AR A A E AT | FERASH R BA L ER R MR RIEAA RN | U | EEIERGERRRE 1 BB SHIERERE? R BRSNS
predators like seabirds and sharks. : RIBDISRIREFHVEERE - A D INEAT o BREEFREE I | R e L S ARIRENIERAVERRK © : Cetaceans continue to be threatened. How HEERTTBE o

DR~ EADE | BERE - SRR RGNS - 5 AARAEESRE R DR g e : The Department of ¢ does this affect the ecosystem and you? The whale’s carcass

O —LEYNETHRES L | R FIZERK
B FEFOAERA » BRI EERFEFER ©
Some organisms live off of cetaceans: cyamid
whale lice specifically feed on the skin and

fat of cetaceans, while barnacles can attach
themselves to bodies of cetaceans and rely on
the movement of their host to bring in food.
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Is whale watching necessarily bad?
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What changes can you make in your daily life
: to help conserve cetaceans?

was found afloat on the
surface at Port Shelter. It
was suspected that the
whale died from injuries
sustained from vessel
collision.
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